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UED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


DOCUMENTARY MEDICAL MOTION PICTURE PROGRAM 


The desirability of adding medical motion pictures to the 

brary's collections was suggested as early as 1944, but more 
ressing problems prevented serious consideration of such a 
rogram for some years. When it was determined, as a result 
f an extensive survey of the field in 1953, that no comprehen- 
ive collection of medical motion pictures for research and 
istorical purposes was being developed in the United States, 
t was felt that the Armed Forces Medical Library should act 
n its role as the national medical library to form such a 
ollection. Believing that the medical motion picture is sim- 
ly another method of communicating medical knowledge, and 
hat the same general policies of scope should apply to films 

those governing our other collections, in 1954 the Library 
began an intensive effort to collect medical motion pictures 
rom all sources and from all periods. 


The ability of the camera to fix visually fleeting phe- 
homena was so Obviously suited to the requirements of medical 
dence that medical motion pictures date from the earliest 
beriod of cinematography. Most of these medical landmarks in 
he new medium are lost beyond the possibility of recovery, 
or many medical motion pictures were issued in a small number 
pf prints, shown until worn out and no longer projectionable, 
ad then discarded. Other films are effectively lost to medi- 
pal research because they are unknown and unavailable to the 
edical scholar. It is hoped that a large and integrated col- 
lection will enable medical motion pictures to take their 
ce with other important primary materials for research in 
he medical sciences and in the history of medicine. 


An important feature of the AFML program will be its ef- 
orts to meet the needs of individual research workers rather 
han those of group audiences. Films are now shown in the 
plassroom, at meetings and conventions, and to specialized 
roups , but usually at set times for specific purposes. We 
ntend to furnish facilities for the viewing of films by indi- 
iduals who come to the Library, so that films may be used in 
he same manner in which individuals now use our book collec- 
ions. Catalog and reference service is ultimately to be pro- 
ided. Although we will not attempt to evaluate films, we are 
Ollecting available critical reviews and evaluations, togeth- 


: with all published material concerning the medical motion 
picture . 





Tinting cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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It is apparent that a program of this scope will be the 
work of many years and will require the cooperation of many 
people, those interested in medical films and those interesteq 
in the motion picture as a medium, We are asking medica] 
groups and associations, film producers, film libraries anq 
individuals to donate obsolete prints to this national reposi- 
tory of medical motion pictures. It is hoped that help wil] 
be forthcoming to enable us to recover historical materia] 
which has been temporarily lost to medical science and the 
history of medicine. We are going to do our best to try to 
acquire and preserve a selected and representative collection 
of medical motion pictures that will serve the medical and a]- 
lied sciences in the same fashion as our traditional collec- 
tions have done in the past. 


FIRST EDITION OF THE "SECRETS OF ALEXIS" 


We have indisputable proof of the great vogue enjoyed by 
that form of popular medical literature known as "Books of 
Secrets" in the countless editions of them which flowed fros 
the printing presses during the early part of the modern era, 
These collections of formulas for the preparation of remedies 
against all sorts of bodily ills were usually compiled by, or 
were at least published in the name of, men who claimed wide 
experience in medicine. The pages of Professor John Ferguson's 
Bibliotheca Chemica,(Glasgow 1906),record hundreds of editions 
of these "books of secrets" said to contain the secret reme- 
dies of distinguished authors ranging from medieval figures 
like Albertus Magnus to later personages who well deserved 
their reputations for medical knowledge, such as Konrad Gesner 
and Gabriele Falloppio. 





Second to none in popularity was the collection which was | 
published over and over again throughout two hundred years un-/ 


der the name "Secreti di Alessio piemontese", or, as it was 


called in English translations, "The Secrets of Alexis of | 


Piedmont." Ferguson devoted a special study to this one group: 
("The Secrets of Alexis; A Sixteenth Century Collection of 
Medical and Technical Receipts," in Proceedings of the Royal 
Society of Medicine, London, 24:225-46 (I930-31)). “There he 
Tists no fewer than 69 editions of Alexis which appeared, in 
seven languages, between 1557 and 1695. Yet it is easy to add 
to that list: the catalogues of printed books of both the 
British Museum and the Bibliothéque nationale record other 
editions while the Gesamtkatalog der preussischen Bibliotheken 
has many more. The Armed Forces Wedical Library can add 14 








new editions to Ferguson's list out of our total of 29 edi- 


tions of Alexis. 


Yet Ferguson, for all his 69 editions, never sawa copy | 


of the first. In fact, he viewed with deep suspicion the en- 
try in Brunet which records the first edition as printed in 
Venice in 1555. His last words on the subject (his "Secrets 
of Alexis...", p. 235) were of frustration at his own inabili- 
ty to lay hands on a copy. But if he had lived, AFML's His- 
tory of Medicine Division could have shown him a copy of it, 
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real, genuine beyond all question, and certain to dispel all 
doubts concerning its existence. 


It is a small quarto of 238 pages with the title page 
reading: Secreti del reverendo donno Alessio peimontese. 
Nuovamente posti in luce. Opera utile, et necessaria univer- 
salmente & ciascuno ... In Venetia, Per Sigismondo Bordogna, 


1555. 


This first edition is a very scarce book. We have found 
put three citations of it: one in Brunet, one in Graesse (a 
very brief mention), anda third in the Gesamtkatalog. The 
title as recorded by Brunet differs from the others. If his 
reference is accurate, then there are variant issues of the 
first edition, and their relative priority remains to be de- 
termined. 





One can hardly write even a brief note on "Alexis" with- 
out some allusion to the problem of ‘his identification. In 
our catalogue, following the Library of Congress,his "Secrets" 
are to be found under the name of Girolamo Ruscelli, d. 1566, 
who is accepted by many as the real author. Others remain un- 
convinced by this identification and prefer to retain the tra- 
ditional name and list the works under Alessio piemontese. Mr. 
George K. Boyce, of the History of Medicine Division, is work- 
ing on a paper which will throw additional light on these 
areas. 


NEW BUILDING STATUS 


A request for appropriation of $350,000, which will cover 
the cost of architectural and engineering services for the new 
Armed Forces Medical Library building, is included in the Navy 
Department's fiscal year 1956 Public Works Prograw budget, 
which has been approved by the Department of Defense. 


EXHIBIT 


The Library's exhibit for March is dedicated to the work 
of Dr. Albert Schweitzer, physician, theologian, philosopher, 
and musician, at his jungle hospital at Lambaréne, forty miles 
south of the equator in the Gabon Province in French Equatorial 
Africa, Dr. Schweitzer, recipient of many honors including 
the 1952 Nobel peace prize awarded in Oslo in November 1954, 
celebrated his 80th birthday 14 January 1955. Illustrations 
of the hospital center, its staff, typical patients treated 
there, and artifacts from the area, are included. The exhib— 
it was prepared by Miss Sheila MW, Parker of the Reference Di- 
vision, and will eventually become part of a larger exhibit on 
Dr. Schweitzer which is being prepared jointly by the Armed 
Forces Medical Library and the Armed Forces Institute of Pa- 
thology. 





HUNGARIAN PHYSICIANS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 


Mr. Béla Balassa, a member of the staff of the Catalog 
Division, Armed Forces Medical Library, has recently published 
A Kossuth-Id6k Hazafias Orvosai, (Munchen, Karpathia Kiado, 
1954.) The title translated Is "Patriotic Physicians of the 
Kossuth Era". The work is favorably reviewed in recent issues 
of the Journal of the History of Medicine (10:141-2 (January 
1955)) “and the Bulletin of the Wedical Library Association 
(42:527 (October I954)). — 








MIDWEST TRIP 


On 28 and 29 January the Director attended the ACRL Li- 
brary Buildings Institute, which was held at the new Wayne 
University Library in Detroit. Plans for medical libraries 
presented at this meeting were those of the University of Kan- 
sas and the University of Maryland. Lt. Colonel Rogers also 
visited the Library of the Wayne University School of Medicine, 
under the guidance of Miss Marjorie Darrach. 


On 31 January the Director attended a meeting of the As- 
sociation of Research Libraries held at the Newberry Library 
in Chicago. On 1 and 2 February he attended sessions of the 
midwinter meeting of the American Library Association. 


On 3 and 4 February the Director was in Cleveland, to 
confer with Dr. Harriet Jameson, Chief of the History of Medi- 
cine Division, AFML; with Dr. Dorothy Schullian, recently re- 
turned to HMD after a year in Italy on a Fulbright grant; and 
with Dr. Robert Stecher, President of the Cleveland Medical 
Library Association. 


CURRENT LIST 


The appearance of the Cumulative Indexes to Volume 26 of 
the Current List of Medical Literature (June-December 1954), 
originally scheduled for 28 January 1955, was delayed for cor- 
rection of printer's errors on the cover, and faulty sewing 
and trimming. The defects having been rectified, the issue 
has now been released. A new contract has been let which pro- 
vides the Current List, for the first time since 1950, with a 
printer located in Washington. The March issue is due for de- 
livery at AFML on 10 March. 











